s Ren monologue | ob|

“From the oldest times, people danced for many reasons. They danced so their crops would be
plentiful or so that their hunt would be good. They danced to show their community spirit, and
they danced to celebrate, And that’s the dancing we’re talking about,”

SHAW

(Stands.)
Mr, McCormack, we don’t need a history lesson -

(REN pulls the Bible from his jacket and opens it to a bookmark. )

REN

And aren’t we told — excuse me, Reverend — aren’t we toid in Psalm 149 to «
Sing unto the Lord a new song. Let them praise his Name in the dance?”

(He looks to SHAW who, Stunned, slowly sits.)
And it was King David... King David who we read about in Samuel. And what did David do?
What did David do?

(Stalls, trying to find the passage:) .
What did David do?

(He finds it,)
Ah! “David danced before the Lord with all his might. Leaping and dancing before the Lord.”

(Shows the Bible to the Council Members, )
Leaping and dancing, And Ecclesiastes assures us that, “There is a time to every purpose under
heaven — a time to laugh and a time to weep. There is a time to mourn and there is-a time to
dance.” There was a time for this law, but not anymore. And this is our time. Our time to
celebrate life, That’s the way it was in the beginning, the way it’s always been and that’s the way

it should be now. Thank you.

praise ye the Lord.

(The KIDS try to stifle their enthusiasm as REN returns to his seat, but they make some
noise,)

ELEANOR

Order! Order!
(The COUNCIL MEMBERS seem at a loss as to how io proceed. ELEANOR tooks to

SHAW: he nods, ) .
I'here is a motion on the floor to repeal local ordinance four-sixteen; How does the Council vote?

COUNCIL MEMBERS

(One after the other.)
No. No. No.

SHAW
No.

ELEANOR

The motion is defeated. And I believe this meeting is adjourned.

MUSIC 14B: QUT OF COUNCIL

(The meeting breaks up and EVERYONE leaves; the KIDS grumble on their way oul,
REN is left alone with ETHEL, }



